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Received Februarys, 176^, 

VII. Letters from the Rev. Dr. William 
Borlafe, F. R. S. ReSlor of Ludgvan in 
Cornwall, to Charles Morton, M. D. 
F. R. S. aftd from Mr. Rofewarne, of 
Truro, to Dr. Borlafe ; giving an Account 
of a Specimen of Native Itn found in 
Cornwall, and ?tow depofted in the Mu- 
feum of the Royal Society. 



Ludgvan, Jan. 30, 1769. 
S I R, 

Read February i6, TT^ E R H A P S you may not have 
1769. J--^ forgot that, in the year 1765, I 
fent a fpecimen of native tin, to be depofited in the 
Royal Society's Mufeum; and though the account 
of it, publifhed in the Tranfa6tions of the year fol- 
lowing, was not fuch as I wifli, yet I am fteadily 
intent on paying my duty to the Society, and obviate 
ing (as far as lies in my power) all doubts relating to 
natural knowledge* 

Laft poft I received a letter from Mr. Rofewarne, 
of this county, with an account of his having met 
with another fpecimen of native tin ; and I fend it 
you inclofed, for your infpedion, to be returned at 

your 
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your leifure. This young gentleman is a confider- 
able nierchant, efpecially verfed in tin affairs, with a 
great {hare of quicknefs and underftanding in the fu- 
lion of metals •, a;nd I refer it to you, whether it may 
not be proper to introduce him at the next meeting of 
the Royal Society, by your means, and requeft him 
there to fhew that rare fpecimen which he carries with 
him to town. 

He, indeed, intends (you'll find by his letter) to 
bring it back with him 5 but if this be only to let me 
have the infpedion of it, and, through my hands, to 
depofit it in your Mufeum, I fliall eafily difpenfe 
with every ceremony of that kind ; and I write him 
by this or next poft, that (as it is fmall, and may mif- 
carry, or be miflaid in fuch long journies) I intreat 
him to let it reft, for the fatisfadion of the doubtful, 
in your Mufeum 5 and, as I hope to prevail, let it re- 
main with the fample I fent, but in Mr. Rofewarne's 
name* 

As every acquifition in natural hiftory will, I know, 
be very acceptable to you and the gentlemen of the 
Society, for whom I have the greateft relped:, I make 
the lefs apology for giving you this trouble, and 

remain. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

William Borlafe. 
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Kcceivcd February 9, 1769^ 
To the Rev. DoSor William Borlafe. 

Rev, Sir, Truro, Jan. a;, 1769. 

Read February iS, T HAVE the pleafure to acquaint 
^7 9' A y^y^ ^j^^j I j^^^^ at laft met with a 

fpecimen of native tin, which is fo evidently fo at firft 
iight as not to admit of the leaft doubt or objedlion* 
The defcription of it is this : fome dreamers in the 
parifli of Luxiliqn brought in a parcel of tin ore to a 
blowing-houfe I am concerned in at Sthurtic; amongft 
the parcel was a great number of tin diamonds of a 
moft beautiful nature, of the rozin kindj one was 
eminently fuperior to the reft, being almoft tranfpa- 
rent, and feemed to have fomething in the center 
which, through the ftone, looked like gold. This in- 
duced me to break the ftone ^ which was no fooner 
done than I found it to be native tin, in the very cen- 
ter of the diamond. The 4>ccimefi is fo fmall, that I 
am at alofs which way to fend it for your infpedion, 
for fear it fliould beloft* I fliall fet out for London 
on Monday next, and intend carrying this curiofity 
with me. TU not leave it behind mej but when I 
come back you (hall fee it, and through you depofit 
it with the Royal Society, for the fatisfaaion of the 
curious. I am. 

Rev. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful 

humble fervant, 

Henry Rofewarne* 
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